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Cape Peninsula Baboon Management Joint Task Team 

cpbmjtt@sanparks.org  

30th July 2024     

THE WILDLIFE ANIMAL PROTECTION FORUM OF SOUTH AFRICA 

NOMINATIONS FOR REPRESENTATION ON THE CAPE PENINSULA BABOON 

ADVISORY GROUP (CPBAG) 

Introduction 

The Wildlife Animal Protection Forum South Africa (WAPFSA), is a collective of thirty 

organisations, sharing a body of expertise from different sectors including but not 

limited to science and academia, environmental conservation, environmental law, 

animal welfare, animal rights, social justice, environmental climate protection, 

Indigenous knowledge, and public advocacy. WAPFSA has a rich history in the 

protection and conservation of wild animals in South Africa, including non-human 

primates. 

WAPFSA non-human Primate Working Group has a particular interest in the 

management of chacma baboons in South Africa and has engaged with the Province 

and the Minister on several occasions. WAPFSA comments on the Cape Peninsula 

Baboon Strategic Management Plan are reflected and published on the SANParks 

website.    

Members of WAPFSA are part of the Ministerial Wildlife Well-being Forum, instituted 

by the Department of Forestry, Fishery and the Environment (DFFE) in May 2023, by 

special request of former Minister Barbara Creecy, to consult organisations focused 

on best practices for the protection of wildlife, with the view to implement the provision 

of animal well-being in conservation practices.  

The WAPFA CPBAG nominees are representatives of the WAPFSA Non-Human 

Primate Working Group instrumental in the submissions to the Department of Forestry, 

Fisheries and the Environment, relative to the Threatened or Protected Species 

(TOPS) regulations and the Listing in 2023.  

In February 2024 the WAPFSA non-human primate working group was instrumental 

in the prevention of the unjustified culling of 16 vervet monkeys in Mpumalanga. In 

May 2024, they contributed to the prevention of the indiscriminate culling of 20 

baboons in Limpopo.  

 

mailto:cpbmjtt@sanparks.org
https://wapfsa.org/
https://www.sanparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/cpbsmp-wapfsa.pdf
https://www.sanparks.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/cpbsmp-wapfsa.pdf
https://www.gov.za/news/media-advisories/government-activities/minister-barbara-creecy-launches-wildlife-well-being
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The Cape Peninsula Baboon Management Joint Task Team (CPBMJTT) consisting of 

representatives from SANParks, CapeNature, and the City of Cape, has called on 

communities from baboon-affected areas, stakeholders, and organisations from the South 

Peninsula with a direct interest in baboon management to nominate representatives to serve 

on the Cape Peninsula Baboon Advisory Group. 

The WAPFSA CPBAG Nominations  

1. Luana Pasanisi - Green Group Simonstown (GGST)  

Luana Pasanisi is the Executive Director of the Green Group Simonstown, a 

registered Non-profit Company based in Simon’s Town, on the Cape Peninsula,  has 

a history of focused, holistic management of wildlife, particularly chacma baboons.  

 

 

          Above, the work of the community of Simon’s Town, led by the GGST and Pasanisi and 
                    acknowledged by the media 
 

 

 

 

GGST is a community-based project that includes a Holistic Primate Program, 

consisting of baboon monitoring, oversight of responsible waste 

management/reuse/disposal, and a baboon traffic alert system.  

Their successful mechanized wet-waste recycling project earned the "Waste 

Collector" accreditation from the City of Cape Town. This project significantly reduced 

wet waste, which is the main attractant for baboons in urban areas. Additionally, 

GGST’s daily traffic management on Simon’s Town Main Road has been publicly 

acknowledged by the Traffic Department authorities. 



 3 

In September 2024, GGST will pilot a compliance project, supported by the Traffic 

Department, to monitor traffic, waste disposal, and other city bylaws. 

By promoting a holistic approach and engaging with residents and stakeholders, the 

project aims to promote education and civil coexistence. The traffic alert system helps 

prevent baboon-vehicle collisions and ensures the safety of humans and animals. 
Through her leadership and expertise, Luana Pasanisi and GGST continue to 

positively impact the environment and the community of Simon's Town. 

 

2. Francesca de Gasparis - Southern African Faith Communities' 

Environment Institute (SAFCEI)  

 

Francesca de Gasparis is the Executive Director of SAFCEI, a registered 

multi-faith environmental justice organization focused on eco-justice, 

sustainable living, animal welfare, social equity, and climate change.  

 

A resident of Tokai on the Cape Peninsula and she has dedicated herself to 

promoting cooperative engagement and holistic, compassionate management 

of wildlife, including non-human primates, across several communities and 

cultures.  

 

 

 
                                            Above, the work of SAFCEI and De Gasparis in action 

 

Francesca de Gasparis involvement in public consultations and community 

engagement,  supports environmentally conscious practices, such as responsible 

waste management and sustainable living. 

SAFCEI's dedication to environmental issues extends beyond baboon management, 

with its focus on climate change mitigation and adaptation strategies, sustainable 

urban planning and development, environmental education, and awareness.  
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Francesca de Gasparis plays a crucial role in the Climate Justice Charter movement, 

serving on its board and contributing to the development of strategies and actions that 

integrate faith-based perspectives and ethical considerations. SAFCEI works to 

protect biodiversity at environmental, species, and individual levels, addressing threats 

like habitat destruction, pollution, and climate change. Through their work, SAFCEI 

aims to foster a culture of conservation, respect for life, and environmental 

stewardship, striving for a sustainable and just world where humans and non-human 

species can coexist and thrive. 

 

Conclusion 

The undersigned Members of WAPFSA are cognisant that chacma baboons have an 

ancestral presence on the Cape Peninsula and play a crucial role in the fragile 

ecosystem of the Cape Flora Kingdom.  

The WAPFSA nominees will contribute to implementing the recent changes in law and 

policy frameworks, which require the consideration of animal well-being in all 

management procedures. The nominees are aware of the objectives of the CPBSMP, 

are familiar with the dynamics and functions of the CPBMSJTT, and are ideal 

representatives to serve on the BAG.    

The official nomination forms are attached hereto: 

SIGNING MEMBERS OF WAPFSA  

WAPFSA Administrator 

(administrator@wapfsa.org) 

 

 

 

 

Sent on Behalf of the following Organisations: 

 

Michele Pickover Executive Director EMS Foundation 

Megan Carr Founder Rhinos in Africa 

Ross Harvey Director of Research and Programmes at Good Governance Africa 

Cormac Cullinan Founder Wild Law Institute 

Chad Cupido Executive Officer Beauty Without Cruelty 

Vishwas Satgar Founder and Chair Co-Operative and Policy Alternative Centre 

Wynter Worsthorne Founder Animal Talk Africa 

 

 

 

https://cjcm.org.za/
mailto:administrator@wapfsa.org
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Stefania Falcon Founder Future for Wildlife 

Luana Pasanisi Founder Green Group Simonstown 

Guy Jennings Consultant Wild Africa Fund Southern Africa 

Linda Tucker Founder and CEO Global White Lion Protection Trust 

Vivien Law Founder Ancient Earth Farm 

Kirsten Youens Chief Executive AllRise Attorneys for Climate and 

Environmental Justice Francesca deGasparis Executive DirectorSouth 

African Faith Communities Environmental Institute Sairusha Govindsamy 

Youth Activist Network African Climate Alliance 

Smaragda Louw Founder Director Ban Animal Trading 

Stephen Munro Director Centre for Animal Rehabilitation and Education 

Cora Bailey Founder Community Led Animal Welfare 

Mphatheleni Makaulule Director Dzomo La Mupo 

Jabu Myeni Founder Gifted for Good 

Les Mitchell Director Institute for Critical Animal Studies 

Liezel Smith Chair Kogelberg Villages Environment Trustees 

Janet Solomon Founder Ocean Not Oil 

Steve Smit Co-Founder Monkey Helpline 

Liz Cornwall and Catherine Nyquist Co-Founders Panthera Africa Big Cat Sanctuary 

Lex Abnett Director Southern African Fight for Rhinos 

Dave Du Toit Founder Vervet Monkey Foundation 

Pete Oxford and Rene Bisch Founders and Directors of Bettys Bay Baboon Action 
Group 

Kate Handley Biodiversity Law Centre 
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