
 
 

 
 
 
FOR THE ATTENTION OF: 
HIS EXCELLENCY, DUMA BOKO 
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA 
 
Per Electronic Communication 
 
Email: op-pr-office@gov.bw 

 
19th November 2024 
 
Dear Mr President Duma Boko, 
 
A RESPECTFUL REQUEST TO RE-IMPOSE THE BAN ON ELEPHANT HUNTING IN 
BOTSWANA 
 
The Wildlife Animal Protection Forum South Africa (WAPFSA) is a coalition of South 
African wildlife and environmental non-governmental organisations, please accept our 
warmest congratulations on your election as Botswana’s President. We hereby extend 
our best wishes for your success as you prepare to take up the responsibilities and 
challenges of this high office. 
 
WAPFSA firmly believes that Botswana is one of the last places on earth where wildlife, 
especially elephants exist in significant numbers.  Therefore, we believe that Botswana 
should be preserved as a non-trophy hunting area.  As you embark on your new 
responsibilities WAPFSA humbly requests that you consider re-imposing the ban on 
elephant hunting in Botswana. 
 
This ban would restore Botswana’s international reputation for conservation and in turn 
bolster revenue from tourism, the second largest source of foreign income after 
diamond mining.  WAPFSA does not believe that by banning the trophy hunting of 
elephants that the levels of human elephant conflict will increase. 

 
   
 
  Instead, we believe that the world needs to find ways to make sure that communities      
  living alongside this important, precious, and iconic world heritage, benefit from    
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  Photographic tourism and successful non-consumptive schemes, which link the      
  conservation of wildlife and the natural ecosystems with sustainable     
  improvements in their livelihoods. 
 
Elephants, known for their intelligence, size and distinct appearance face a major 
threat from poaching an illegal practice driven by the demand for ivory and other 
elephant products.  They remain the one of the most heavily poached mammals in the 
world, with a staggering 90% of African elephants being killed by poachers within the 
last 100 years. 
 
WAPFSA remains concerned, particularly given that peer-reviewed data by experts 
points to a rise in the poaching and killing of elephants for the trade in ivory, that the 
previous government of Botswana used an inflated figure (up to 237,000 elephants) to 
justify the need to consider unbanning trophy hunting and culling. 

 
IUCN/PACO research shows that photographic safaris or eco-tourism creates 39 
times more jobs than the trophy hunting for the equivalent surface area Photographic 
conservation tourism industry is the second largest revenue-generating industry to 
Botswana’s fiscus. If implemented these recommendations will do untold harm to the 
lucrative non-consumptive, eco-tourism sector in Botswana. They pose a direct threat 
to sustainable livelihoods in Botswana as well as to the country’s international 
reputation. 

 
The following facts are also important to bear in mind: 
 
1. A report published in October 2024 highlights a catastrophic 73% decline in the 

average size of global wildlife populations in just 50 years reveals a ‘system in 
peril’. 

 
2. Given that we are in the midst of the Sixth Extinction and that elephant numbers 

are rapidly decreasing, the plights of elephants is of concern to all, and the efforts 
to ensure their future should be shared by all.  

 
3. Elephants are extremely complex beings with physical, social and psychological   

interests who have intrinsic value and deserve respect.  
 
4. Elephants are important to maintaining the ecological integrity of the region and 

thus we have locus standi in the matter.  
 
5. The maintenance of regional ecological integrity is a pillar of our societal survival, 

ecologically, economically and socially.  
 
6. Elephant migration routes are key in supporting ecological integrity and corridors   

for wildlife are vitally important for natural systems to exist and enable the 
movement of elephant populations out of Botswana.  

 
7. South Africa had to abandon its elephant culling model because it was discredited 

from a scientific and a biodiversity management perspective  
 

 
 
8. Botswana’s support for the ivory trade, via its proposal to the CITES Cop 18, fly in   

the face of the global momentum to reduce consumer demand for ivory and run 
counter to the recommendation in Resolution Conf.10.10. (Rev. CoP17) which 
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calls for closure of domestic ivory markets contributing to poaching or illegal trade.  
 
There is no compelling, empirical evidence of the economic significance of trophy 
hunting or that it is imperative to the future of conservation and to generate local 
community benefits. Moreover trophy hunting and culling are an added threat to 

  wildlife. 
 
In conclusion, WAPFSA firmly believes based upon irrefutable scientific evidence that 
trophy hunting and culling are not solutions to, nor will they mitigate, human- animal-
conflict and will in fact result in increased conflict and added dangers to communities. 
Disrupting elephant social structures and hierarchies through trophy hunting and 
culling will further exacerbate human-elephant-conflict and also destroy social and 
ecological knowledge and experience in the elephant societies. The extent of human-
elephant-conflict needs to be accurately ascertained and humane, innovative and 
collaborative solutions implemented in ways that benefit, and are a win- win for, 
communities and elephants (and other animals). 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 

Megan Carr 

WAPFSA Administrator 

Email: administrator@wapfsa.org 

mobile: +27832511978 

website: http://wapfsa.org/ 

 
 
 
 
On behalf of the following members of WAPSA: 

Michele Pickover Executive Director EMS Foundation 

Megan Carr Founder Rhinos in Africa 

Ross Harvey Director of Research and Programmes at Good Governance Africa 

Cormac Cullinan Founder Wild Law Institute 

Chad Cupido Executive Officer Beauty Without Cruelty 

mailto:administrator@wapfsa.org
http://wapfsa.org/


 

 

 

 

 

Vishwas Satgar Founder and Chair Co-Operative and Policy Alternative Centre 

Charles Simane Communications Climate Justice Charter Movement 

Wynter Worsthorne Founder Animal Talk Africa 

Stefania Falcon Founder Future for Wildlife 

Luana Pasanisi Founder Green Group Simonstown 

Guy Jennings Consultant Wild Africa Fund Southern Africa 

Linda Tucker Founder and CEO Global White Lion Protection Trust 

Vivien Law Founder Ancient Earth Farm 

Kirsten Youens Chief Executive AllRise Attorneys for Climate and Environmental Justice 

Francesca deGasparis Executive Director South African Faith Communities 

Environmental Institute 

Sairusha Govindsamy Youth Activist Network African Climate Alliance 

Smaragda Louw Founder Director Ban Animal Trading 

Stephen Munro Director Centre for Animal Rehabilitation and 

Education Samantha Dewhirst Centre for Animal Rehabilitation and 

Education Pete Oxford and Rene Bisch Founders Betty’s Bay Baboon 

Action Group Cora Bailey Founder Community Led Animal Welfare 

Mphatheleni Makaulule Director Dzomo La Mupo 

Liezl Smith Chairperson Kogelberg Villages Environmental Trustees 

Jabu Myeni Founder Gifted for Good 

Les Mitchell Director Institute for Critical Animal Studies 

Janet Solomon Founder Ocean Not Oil 

Steve Smit Co-Founder Monkey Helpline 

Liz Cornwall and Catherine Nyquist Co-Founders Panthera Africa Big Cat Sanctuary 

Lex Abnett Director Southern African Fight for Rhinos 

Dave Du Toit Founder Vervet Monkey Foundation 

 

 
 


