
 
 

 
 
PUBLIC STATEMENT 
 
BABOONS NEED TO BE RESPECTED, NOT FEARED, HATED, 
HUNTED AND PERSECUTED BY CHILDREN AND ADULTS ALIKE IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 
 
Wednesday 12th February 2025 

 
The Members of WAPFSA are deeply concerned by reports of school children violently 
stoning and beating a dispersing male Chacma baboon, then according to reports, 
binding him with metal wire and a tire, and burning him to death, while at a school in 
Mpumalanga Province. This barbaric and inhumane act was captured on camera and 
shared on social media.  

 
WAPFSA acknowledges the fact that South Africa is a violent country. According to 
the United National Office for Drugs and Crime, the South African murder rate for 2023 
and 2024 of 45 per 100 000 is the second highest for countries that publish crime data. 
Crime researchers use murder rate per 100 000 as a crude measure of the general 
level of violent interpersonal crime globally. 
 
Witnessing such violence predicts and increase’s a child’s engagement in 
maladaptive behaviours, including the perpetration of violence towards humans and 
animals.  
 
The  United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child  confirms that the damage 
violence  can cause for those children who witness it, has long been flagged by 
psychologists.   
 
 
 
 

https://www.citizen.co.za/rekord/news-headlines/2025/02/07/watch-raygun-beaten-and-burnt-to-death-by-pretoria-school-children/
https://theconversation.com/violent-crime-in-south-africa-happens-mostly-in-a-few-hotspots-police-resources-should-focus-there-criminologist-248233
https://www.humanesociety.org/blog/un-recognizes-childrens-right-be-free-exposure-violence-against-animals
https://www.humanesociety.org/blog/un-recognizes-childrens-right-be-free-exposure-violence-against-animals
https://www.humanesociety.org/blog/un-recognizes-childrens-right-be-free-exposure-violence-against-animals
https://www.humanesociety.org/blog/un-recognizes-childrens-right-be-free-exposure-violence-against-animals


 
Violence against animals has been documented by extensive scientific research and 
has been linked to other forms of violence including direct and indirect domestic and 
gender-based violence, violence in the workplace and against children,   
 
This particular act of violence towards a sentient and intelligent Chacma baboon needs 
to be thoroughly investigated and the consequences must be addressed without delay.  
Baboons are victims of inexplicable hatred in South Africa and are widely considered 
as vermin despite their complex social structure and intelligence.   

 
Baboons a Global Racial Prejudice  
 
Soccer is the sport that almost everyone agrees is the most viewed sport in the world 
with a global following of over 3.5 billion fans. Unfortunately soccer matches around 
the world continue to be marred by racism, racists hurl bananas onto the pitch, monkey 
chants swirl around the stadiums when black players score goals or lose games. One 
of the players currently subjected to the most vicious, relentless and high-profile racist 
insults is Vinicus Junior, a twenty-two year of Brazilian who plays for Real Madrid, the 
most successful soccer team in Europe.  
 
These global racial insults where Black people are compared to baboons, do not go 
unnoticed in South Africa where streaming services offer live streaming of every 
Premier league soccer match. Six in ten South Africans watched the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup. According to a report by the US based Center for Countering Digital Hate Black 
players were targeted by the 2022 World Cup, no action was taken over 99 of the 100 
racist tweets targeting 43 football players. A monkey and banana emoji was used in 
25 of these tweets.  
 

Baboons and Racial Prejudice in South Africa 
 
The deep entrenchment of racial prejudice and stereotyping continues to be confirmed 
in public outbursts in South Africa. As recently as two years ago the Democratic 
Alliance Cederberg Municipality speaker shared a picture on social media likening 
Economic Freedom Fighter supporters to baboons.   
 
WAPFSA would be remiss if we did not acknowledge the fact that in South Africa 
words historically used during colonial and apartheid periods such as “baboon”, 
“monkey” and “ape” were commonly used to describe people in a demeaning way. So 
much so that these words have been declared by the courts to be hate speech.  Such 
speech has no place in a constitutional democracy founded on the values of dignity 
and equality.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/10437797.2003.10779134
https://awionline.org/content/facts-and-myths-about-domestic-violence-and-animal-abuse
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0886260518759653
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0886260516689775
https://sportforbusiness.com/the-worlds-most-watched-sports/
https://www.africanews.com/2023/06/06/racist-abuse-directed-at-vinicius-junior-highlights-entrenched-problem-in-football/
https://www.africanews.com/2023/06/06/racist-abuse-directed-at-vinicius-junior-highlights-entrenched-problem-in-football/
https://www.ipsos.com/en-za/six-ten-south-africans-plan-watching-2022-fifa-world-cup
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/sports/2022-world-cup-marred-by-racist-comments-hate-speech/2770806
https://www.sahrc.org.za/index.php/sahrc-media/news/item/3487-i-m-sorry-says-sa-speaker-in-racism-row
https://www.sahrc.org.za/index.php/sahrc-media/news/item/3487-i-m-sorry-says-sa-speaker-in-racism-row
https://www.sahrc.org.za/home/21/files/Hate%20Speech%20Information%20Sheet-%20print%20ready-.pdf


Section 16 of the Constitution provides that everyone has the right to freedom of 
expression, which includes freedom of the press and other media, however this 
freedom is limited and does not extend to propaganda or advocacy of hatred that is 
based on race, ethnicity, gender or religion and that constitutes incitement to cause 
harm.  
 
The Promotion of Equality and Prevention of Unfair Discrimination Act 4 of 2000 
(Peduda or Equality Act) is also meant to prevent and prohibit hate speech.  Section 
10 of the Act provides that no person may publish, propagate, advocate or 
communicate words based on one or more of the prohibited grounds against any 
person, that could reasonably be construed to demonstrate a clear intention to be 
hurtful, be harmful or to incite hate and or to promote or propagate hate.  
 
In 2015 a number of examples of hate speech where the word baboon was used in a 
derogatory way, were published.  In the case of Herselman versus Geleba, the court 
held that the use of the word ‘baboon’ amounted to hate speech as defined in Section 
10 of the Equality Act.  The court held that the word ‘baboon’ has racial undertones 
and a derogatory meaning and would be construed as such by a reasonable African 
person.  
 
In the case of Strydom versus Chiloane, two justices of the High Court found that the 
Magistrate was right to find that the words complained of, fall within the definition of 
hate speech as defined in Section 10 of Peduda, the Equality Act, referring to 
Mangope versus Asmal and Another 1997 where the court stated that:  
 
“it is in my view clear that when the epithet baboon is attributed to a person when he 
is severely criticized, as in this case, the purpose is to indicate that he is a base and 
extremely low intelligence.  But I think that it can be inferred from the use of word in 
such circumstances that the person mentioned is of subhuman intelligence and not 
worthy of being described as a human being.”  
 

 
Baboons are Officially Portrayed and Treated as of Least Concern and 
Most Rewarding to Hunt 
 
The Chacma baboon has been assessed by the IUCN as a species of Least Concern. 
However baboon numbers are decreasing, the species is especially vulnerable to 
climate change.  According to studies the Chacma baboon will be the worst affected 
species and it has been recommended that more focus is placed on biogeographical 
tools as a means of exploring vulnerabilities in this seemingly resilient species. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Despite their obvious vulnerabilities baboon there are no seasonal restrictions on 
hunting of baboons in South Africa. Baboon hunts are described as not being easy, 

https://www.derebus.org.za/hate-speech-is-a-crime/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/jbi.13582


but blinds are constructed at watering holes where the hunters are almost guaranteed 
a successful hunt.   
 
“Due to the high intelligence of these animals, they are generally able to tell the 
difference between a game hand on a reserve and an armed hunter.  Hunting baboon 
in South Africa is therefore an extremely rewarding hunt, being one of the most difficult 
animals to hunt.”   
 
British trophy-hunters legally killed and exported the trophies of 500 baboons over a 
thirty-year period, according to a report published based on figures obtained from the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). 
 
There are no plans by the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment to 
establish a national policy for the hunting of bushbabies, Chacma baboons or vervet 
monkeys. According to DFFE, none of the three species are in danger of extinction 
and, therefore, do not require regulation at national level.   
 
No permit is required for the hunting of baboons and they can be hunted at any time 
of the year in North West Province.  In Limpopo a landowner may hunt a baboon 
without a permit throughout the year, hunting of baboons by other persons is subject 
to a hunting season proclamation issued by the MEC.  In the Eastern Cape baboons 
may be hunted throughout the year in accordance with a hunting proclamation issued 
by the MEC.  In the Western Cape baboons may be hunted throughout the year in 
accordance with a hunting proclamation issued by the MEC.  

 
 
Is it Acceptable to Kill Baboons for Traditional Medicine? 
 
Is the rapidly expanding traditional healing market also affecting Chacma baboon 
populations? Leopard, Chacma baboon, Cape porcupine, monitor lizard, puff adder, 
African rock python and black baked jackal are the species most often killed and used 
in the traditional medicinal trade in the Western Cape.   
 
Of these species the Chacma baboon is the third most utilized species by traditional 
healers.  WAPFSA is not currently aware of similar studies that have quantified the 
number of baboons killed for traditional medicine in the other provinces of South Africa.  
 
The study carried out in the Western Cape noted the importance of future research 
due to the lack of knowledge on the source populations or localities for Chacma 
baboon harvesting.  Importantly the study raised concerns for the increased probability 
of the spread of zoonoses amongst traditional healers and the users of the traditional 
medicine trade. 
 
 
The important results of this study to quantify wildlife use for cultural traditions has 
relevance for setting conservation priorities and should assist in effective policy 
development inclusive of ecological sustainability priorities as well as cultural 
demands.  
 

https://africahuntlodge.com/our-game/baboon-hunting
https://somerbysafaris.com/species/baboon/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/trophy-hunt-monkeys-baboons-africa-a9072291.html
https://www.dffe.gov.za/sites/default/files/parliamentary-questions/697of2023_baboonsmonkeyhuntingpolicy.pdf
https://www.dffe.gov.za/sites/default/files/parliamentary-questions/697of2023_baboonsmonkeyhuntingpolicy.pdf
https://www.dffe.gov.za/sites/default/files/parliamentary-questions/697of2023_baboonsmonkeyhuntingpolicy.pdf
https://www.dffe.gov.za/sites/default/files/parliamentary-questions/697of2023_baboonsmonkeyhuntingpolicy.pdf
https://www.dffe.gov.za/sites/default/files/parliamentary-questions/697of2023_baboonsmonkeyhuntingpolicy.pdf
https://ethnobiomed.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13002-019-0311-6
https://ethnobiomed.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13002-019-0311-6


There is valid concern about the sustainability of the Chacma baboon species by virtue 
of the diverse number of traditional healing uses attributed to them. The majority of the 
categories were found to relate to spiritual or magical ailments as opposed to medical 
ailments especially for the protection against evil spirits and demons.  

 
Teaching Children that it is an Acceptable Practice to Shoot Baboons  
 
Tens of millions of rands of taxpayers’ money has been spent on attempting to manage 
baboons in the Cape Peninsula and the Overstrand over the past two decades using  
protocols which, according the available data, and expert and public opinion, ignore 
baboon sentience and well-being and have not been successful for baboons or for 
humans.  
 
For example, the Cape Peninsula Baboon-Strategic-Management-Plan sanctions the 
use of paintball markers against the 16 indigenous baboon troops historically present 
on the Peninsula as a management technique. Perhaps, encouraged by this violent 
management strategy, some residents have taken up arms such as pellet guns, and 
other lethal means, resulting in the death of numerous baboons this year. 
 
Intensive research of these management practices in the Western Cape, has 
highlighted the fact that the protocols established to manage baboons were instituted 
by a baboon management company and adopted without a rigorous public 
participation process by the City of Cape Town Municipality, Cape Nature, SANParks 
and the Overstrand Municipality.  These protocols must be recast.  Baboon 
management, at the very least, requires a flexible, dynamic and compassionate 
approach. 
 
In Pringle Bay in the Western Cape, the Overstrand Municipality has armed entire 
teams of individuals, employed via the extended Public Works Programme, with paint 
ball markers and other weapons to shoot the baboons out of the village. This violent 
approach ignores the fact that the Chacma baboon depends upon foraging areas 
within the village in order to survive.  
 
There is evidence that this violent strategy in Pringle Bay has encouraged residents, 
including young adults to take up arms and to do the same with dire consequences for 
the welfare and wellbeing of the Chacma baboons.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stop the Cycle of Anger and Violence 
 
The witnessing violence may lead to the perpetration of further violence, will certainly 
involve desensitization, and decrease empathy. At the very least witnessing violence 
will result in maladaptive coping mechanisms and other learned behaviours.  

https://ethnobiomed.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s13002-019-0311-6
https://www.capenature.co.za/uploads/files/CPBMJTT-Baboon-Strategic-Management-Plan_1223_2024-07-04-062628_cgfv.pdf
https://emsfoundation.org.za/society-has-a-moral-obligation-to-address-the-ongoing-cruelty-shown-towards-baboon-families-in-pringle-bay-south-africa/
https://allafrica.com/stories/202502100078.html
https://www.mikebolhuis.co.za/post/project-ongoing-investigation-in-pringle-bay-western-cape


 
The very public and barbaric killing of the Chacma baboon, fondly named Raygun by 
everyone who followed his journey through Pretoria, is an important alarm signal to 
bring in much needed change in our violent society.  If we do not act now, and set an 
example, what hope is there for future generations of South Africans?  
 
WAPFSA urges government institutions to reform outdated baboon management 
policies. Civil society and the public must recognise that we have reached a breaking 
point and take a firm stand against the persecution of baboons and the brutality they 
endure. 
 
 
This WAPFSA Statement is signed on behalf of the following WAPFSA 
organisational members:  
 
Megan Carr  
WAPFSA Administrator  
Email: administrator@wapfsa.org  
mobile: +27832511978  
website: http://wapfsa.org/  
 
 
Michele Pickover, Executive Director EMS Foundation  
Dr Adam Cruise, EMS Foundation  
Megan Carr, Founder Rhinos in Africa  
Ross Harvey, Director of Research and Programmes at Good Governance Africa  
Cormac Cullinan, Founder Wild Law Institute  
Chad Cupido, Executive Officer Beauty Without Cruelty  
Vishwas Satgar, Founder and Chair Co-Operative and Policy Alternative Centre  
Charles Simane, Communications Climate Justice Charter Movement  
Wynter Worsthorne, Founder Animal Talk Africa  
Stefania Falcon, Founder Future for Wildlife  
Luana Pasanisi, Founder Green Group Simonstown  
Guy Jennings, Consultant Wild Africa Fund Southern Africa  
Linda Tucker, Founder and CEO Global White Lion Protection Trust  
Vivien Law, Founder Ancient Earth Farm  
Kirsten Youens, Chief Executive AllRise Attorneys for Climate & Environmental 
Justice 
Kate Handley Co-Founder Biodiversity Law Centre 
 
 
 
Francesca deGasparis, Executive Director South African Faith Communities 
Environmental Institute  
Sairusha Govindsamy, Youth Activist Network African Climate Alliance  
Smaragda Louw, Founder/ Director Ban Animal Trading  
Stephen Munro, Director Centre for Animal Rehabilitation and Education  
Samantha Dewhirst Centre for Animal Rehabilitation and Education  
Pete Oxford and Rene Bisch, Founders Betty’s Bay Baboon Action Group  
Cora Bailey, Founder Community Led Animal Welfare  

http://wapfsa.org/


Mphatheleni Makaulule, Director Dzomo La Mupo  
Liezl Smith, Chairperson Kogelberg Villages Environmental Trustees  
Jabu Myeni, Founder Gifted for Good  
Les Mitchell, Director Institute for Critical Animal Studies  
Janet Solomon, Founder Ocean Not Oil  
Steve Smit, Co-Founder Monkey Helpline  
Liz Cornwall and Catherine Nyquist, Co-Founders Panthera Africa Big Cat 
Sanctuary  
Lex Abnett, Director Southern African Fight for Rhinos  
Dave Du Toit, Founder Vervet Monkey Foundation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


