
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 August 2025: Arrival 

Day 1: 12 August – High-Level Segment 

Programme Director: Mr Shonisani Munzhedzi, CEO South African National Biodiversity 
Institute (SANBI) 

09:00 – 10:00  Registration and refreshments 

Time  Activity  Speakers  

10:00 – 10:05 Logistics announcement  Host venue 

10:05 – 10:10 National anthem  Ms Flora Mokgohloa, DDG, DFFE 

10:10 – 10:15 Opening Prayer 

10:15 – 10:30 Welcoming and Opening Address by Host 
Province  

Rev. Thulasizwe Buthelezi, MEC 
for Cooperative Governance and 
Traditional Affairs, KZN   

10:30 – 11:00   Keynote Address Deputy Minister Narend Singh, 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries 
and the Environment 

11:00 – 11:15  Message of support  • SADC Secretariat (virtual)  

• Chairperson of National 
House of Traditional and 
Khoisan Leaders 

• Local Royal House 
Representative   

 

 

 

 



 

 

11:15 – 11:30  An African story about elephants  Indonsa Arts & Crafts Centre 

11:30 – 12:10 State of Elephants in the region: 
Presentations on Regional perspectives 
and experiences  

1. South Africa- Dr Jeanetta 
Selier  

2. Botswana - Representative of 
the Minister (virtual) 

12:10 – 12:30    Summary of remarks  Programme Director 

Programme Director:  Ms Flora Mokgohloa, DFFE 

 
 
 
 
12:30 – 13:00  

 

 

 

Launch of the GEF 7 Human Wildlife 

Conflict Project 

• Mr Simon Malete, DFFE 

• Ms Jane Nimpamy, UNEP 
(virtual)   

• Ndwakhulu Mutobvu, 
SANParks 

• Ms Vuyiswa Radebe, 
Ezemvelo 

• Remarks and Launch of the 
project by Deputy Minister 
Narend Singh, DFFE 

13:00 – 13:30  Group Photo Session (VIP Delegation) 

13:30 – 14:30 Lunch 

High-Level Segment - Panel Discussion 
 

Facilitator: MEC North West, DEDECT, Ms Bitsa Lenkopane & Chairperson of the Select 
Committee, NCOP, Mr Mpho Gift Modise 

14:30 – 15:30 The nexus of people – land – elephants 
 
 
 

• Community Representative: 
Mr Jafta Raphadu – 
Chairperson of People and 
Parks 

• Industry: Mr Jess de Klerk – 
Phasa 

• Traditional Authority   

• Traditional Health Practitioner  

• NGOs  

• Conservation Authorities 
(SANParks & EKZN, NWPTB)  

15:30 – 16:00  Reflections All  

16:00 – 16:15 Wrap up and closure of Day 1  Programme Director  

17:00 – 20:00 Cocktail Evening 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Day 2: 13 August – The Future of Elephants in an Evolving Landscape 
 

Programme Director: Ms Flora Mokgohloa, DDG Biodiversity and Conservation, DFFE  

08:00 – 09:00  Arrival, Tea/coffee 

09:00 – 09:15 Recap of Day 1  Programme Director 

09:15 – 09:30 Message of support  Indian Commission 
representative - Consul General 
of India, Dr Thelma John David  

09:30 – 09:45 Sustainability vs Thrivability: Improving 
nature and people 

Dr Sam Ferreira, SANParks 

09:45 – 10:00  Metapopulations that care for elephants in 
different places: A new way to help them 
and nature 

From zoos and small parks to big cross-border 
areas, elephants live in many different places in 
South Africa. A smart new plan helps manage 

them, protect nature, and share their benefits with 
people. 

Dr Jeanetta Selier, SANBI  

10:00 – 10:15   Questions and Answer Session All 

10:15 – 10:30  Introduction of iSibaya Group Discussions  Mr Khorommbi Matibe, DFFE 

10:30 – 11:00 Tea/coffee 

11:00 – 12:00     iSibaya Group Discussions: Resolution 
for Thriving People and Elephants  
  

 
 
 

Led by facilitators: Siphesihle 
Mkhize, CEO EKZN  
 
Group 1  
 
Focus Areas: Environmental, 
Social and Economic 

12:00 – 13:00  Lunch 

13:00 – 14:00  iSibaya Group Discussions: Resolution 
for Thriving People and Elephants  

 
 

Led by facilitators: Dr Alison 
Leslie, Stellenbosch University   
 
Group 2 
 
Focus Areas: Environmental, 
Social and Economic 

14:00 – 15:00  iSibaya Group Discussions: Resolution 
for Thriving People and Elephants  
  

 
 
 

Led by facilitators: Ms Lizanne 
Nel, SA Hunters and Game 
Association  
 
Group 3 
 
Focus Areas: Environmental, 
Social and Economic 

15:00 – 15:30  Report back to plenary  Group facilitators  

15:30 – 15:45 Proposed Resolutions Ms Flora Mokgohloa, DDG 
Biodiversity and Conservation, 
DFFE 



 

 

15:45 – 15:50 Vote of Thanks  Rev. Thulasizwe Buthelezi, MEC 
for Cooperative Governance and 
Traditional Affairs, KZN 

15:50 – 16:00  Way forward and closure Deputy Minister Narend Singh, 
DFFE 

   

 


