DEPUTY MINISTER
FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001, Environment House, 473 Steve Biko Road, Tel: (012) 399 9294, Email: DMaseko@dffe.gov.za

INVITATION TO ATTEND THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN ELEPHANT INDABA TO TAKE PLACE IN
BONAMANZI GAME RESERVE, KWAZULU-NATAL ON 12 AND 13 AUGUST 2025

Dear Valued Stakeholder

The Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE) would like to invite you to the
Southern African Elephant Indaba, scheduled for 12 and 13 August 2025, in Bonamanzi Game Reserve,
KZN.

The African savanna elephant, a keystone species and the largest land mammal, holds ecological,
cultural and economic importance in South Africa. While populations have declined in parts of Africa,
southern Africa has seen growth owing to stronger protection. South Africa has about 44 894 wild
elephants, mostly in State-owned areas such as the Kruger National Park. Many elephant populations
are fenced in, facing challenges such as limited space, access to resources, and genetic isolation;
however, some populations impact people negatively, causing human-elephant conflict.

Human-wildlife conflict, particularly with elephants, is an escalating issue in South Africa. As elephant
ranges shrink and climate change reduces key resources, these animals increasingly move into human
settlements in search of food and water, bringing them into direct conflict with communities. At the same
time, population growth, urban expansion, and rural development are encroaching on wildlife habitats.
The result is a dangerous overlap that threatens both human safety and conservation goals.

Recent incidents across the country illustrate the growing risk, ranging from crop destruction and
infrastructure damage to injuries and loss of life. For many rural communities, these impacts are
devastating to livelihoods. However, elephants play a critical ecological role as ecosystem engineers,
and their long-term survival remains vital to biodiversity and environmental balance.

To address this complex issue, the DFFE will convene a high-level Elephant Indaba, aiming to bring
together traditional leaders, traditional health practitioners, local communities, conservation experts,
private sector stakeholders, academia, all levels of government, and other Southern African countries
that are home to elephants. The aim is to shape a unified national response rooted in science, lived
experience, and constitutional principles of environmental justice.
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INVITATION TO ATTEND THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN ELEPHANT INDABA TO TAKE PLACE IN
BONAMANZI GAME RESERVE, KWAZULU-NATAL ON 12 AND 13 AUGUST 2025

Event Details:
e Date: 12 and 13 August 2025
e Times: 08h00 — 16h30 (Day 1 and 2)
e Venue: Bonamanzi Game Reserve, KZN

| am, therefore, pleased to extend an invitation to one participant from your organisation to attend the
upcoming Southern African Elephant Indaba. More information and a detailed programme for this event
will be shared in due course. We look forward to collaboratively shaping a future where people and
elephants can thrive together.

Kindly RSVP by completing the form via the link: https://forms.office.com/r/KG24p0pp03. Alternatively
you may submit your RSVP and/or queries to Elephantindaba@dffe.gov.za.

For more information and general queries kindly contact Ms Renira Boodhraj on email:
RBoodhraj@dffe.gov.za , mobile: 066 2822 156 or Mr Sabastian Adams on email: SAdams@dffe.gov.za
or mobile: 066 064 9589.

Yours sincerely

MR N SINGH, MP
DEPUTY MINISTER OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT

DATE: 01/08/2025
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