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OPEN LETTER

Dear Mr Wolhuter,

WAPFSA CONCERN ABOUT THE REOPENING OF THE BLOEMFONTEIN ZOO

The Wildlife Animal Protection Forum of South Africa (WAPFSA) is a national network of twenty-
eight South African environmental and conservation organizations established in 2017 with a
particular emphasis on wild animal protection expertise.

WAPFSA is explicitly designed as a vehicle to engage with governments on the issue of the
conservation, wellbeing and protection of wild animals and the natural environment in which
they live. Our policy positions are based on robust science, ethical and compassionate
conservation practices and harmonious co-existence within nature.

WAPFSA'’s activities are underpinned by an understanding that the inter-relationship between
environmental protection, animal well-being, conservation and the values of dignity, compassion
and humaneness are foundational to our constitutional democracy. WAPFSA also advocate for
the concepts of UBUNTU, the intrinsic value of wild animals and an integrative policy approach.
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On the 15t of August 2025 it was reported that a sum of thirty million rand has been allocated over
three years for infrastructure upgrades improved amenities and restoring the Bloemfontein zoo’s
operation capacity. “We have appointed a consultant and he is busy designing the first phase of
the refurbishment Head of Community Services at Mangaung Metropolitan Municipality, Dr
Thabang Thinda”

WAPFSA members are extremely concerned to read that this vast sum of money has been
allocated to the refurbishment of the Bloemfontein Zoo. We are writing to seek your absolute
assurance that this facility will not be refurbished as a zoo to exhibit any wild animal species.

On the 3 October 2024 the NSPCA confirmed that their application to the High Court of South
Africa, Free State Division, Bloemfontein would prevent the Mangaung Metropolitan Municipality
from re-opening the zoo unless they comply with stringent conditions, which the NSPCA believed
were unlikely to be met.

The order, which was granted on the 19 September 2024 states that the Mangaung Municipality
is prohibited from receiving any wild or exotic animals without the necessary permits. Additionally
they are restricted from receiving any threatened or protected animals unless granted permits in
terms of the Threatened or Protected Species (TOPS) Regulations, including registering as
commercial exhibition facility.

Furthermore, the Zoo cannot reopen unless there is a sufficient budget to lawfully and sustainably
operated the facility, along with an official resolution duly passed by the municipal council. The
NSPCA further stated that the Free State Department of Economic, Small Business Development,
Tourism and Environmental Affairs (DESTEA) cannot in properly considering the animal welfare
implications issue any permits in good faith unless significant changes are made to the now
defunct Bloemfontein Zoo.

The NSPCA stated that there is no place for archaic practices like zoos which hold no bona fide
education for conservation purposes, this will not be the end of the NSPCA's fight against zoos
in South Africa and we will continue to serve the best interests of all animals kept in these synthetic
and inadequate environments.
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October 2024 vie\'/v‘ f the Bloemfontein Zoo from the terrace of the Protea Hotel Willow Lake

In October 2024 WAPFSA member organisations stayed at an urban hotel in Bloemfontein called
the Protea Hotel Willow Lake The property of this hotel borders onto the grounds of what was the
Bloemfontein zoo. The tiny enclosures are derelict and overgrown. The only remaining animals
were buffalo which could not be relocated or moved because of the threat of a tuberculosis
contamination.

The organisations were informed by senior hotel staff that representatives from the Johannesburg
Zoo stayed at the hotel for a prolonged period of time in September 2024.
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October 2024 view of the Bloemfontein Zoo from the terrace of the Protea Hotel Willow Lake


https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/bfnwi-protea-hotel-bloemfontein-willow-lake/overview/

WAPFSA is unsure what official role the Johannesburg Zoo is playing in the planning for the
reopening of the Bloemfontein Zoo but according to a media report published on the 27t May
2024 Johannesburg Zoo representatives were/are involved. Mr Sello More, the City Manager
accompanied by heads of Departments and a team from the Johannesburg Zoo, visited the
Bloemfontein Zoo on the 24%" May 2024 to obtain a progress report ahead of the re-opening.

“There is a lot of work happening on the ground and | am very impressed by the progress made

to date. This facility belongs to the people of Mangaung, and we need to get it up and running
soon.”
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The Bloemfontein Zoo closed down because of financial difficulties and serious ethical concerns
about animal welfare. WAFSA does not believe that the Bloemfontein Zoo can ever provide
adequate space or is a suitable environment to house wild animals. There is also an increasing
global awareness of animal rights and welfare which negatively impacts public perception and
their support for zoos in general.

WAPFSA strongly recommends that the facility be restructured as botanical garden offering
residents and visitors to Bloemfontein stunning scenery, diverse flora and themed gardens.

Diverse flora will naturally attract a wide variety of birds and insects. This could be developed into
a secure facility for residents and visitors to Bloemfontein to enjoy safely without compromising
the welfare and wellbeing of wild animals. The new facility can be used as an income generating
venue for events, concerts, exhibitions and relaxation. Kirstenbosch National Botanical Gardens
in the Western Cape is an excellent example of a globally recognised hub for plant conservation.

Signed on behalf of the following WAPFSA members:
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Megan Carr
WAPFSA Administrator

Email: administrator@wapfsa.org

mobile: +27832511978 website:
http://wapfsa.org/

Michele Pickover, Executive Director EMS Foundation

Dr Adam Cruise, EMS Foundation

Megan Carr, Founder Rhinos in Africa

Ross Harvey, Director of Research and Programmes at Good Governance Africa
Cormac Cullinan, Founder Wild Law Institute

Chad Cupido, Executive Officer Beauty Without Cruelty

Vishwas Satgar, Founder and Chair Co-Operative and Policy Alternative Centre
Charles Simane, Communications Climate Justice Charter Movement

Wynter Worsthorne, Founder Animal Talk Africa

Stefania Falcon, Founder Future for Wildlife

Luana Pasanisi, Founder Green Group Simonstown

Guy Jennings, Consultant Wild Africa Fund Southern Africa

Linda Tucker, Founder and CEO Global White Lion Protection Trust

Vivien Law, Founder Ancient Earth Farm

Kirsten Youens, Chief Executive AllIRise Attorneys for Climate & Environmental Justice
Francesca deGasparis, Executive Director South African Faith Communities Environmental Institute
Sairusha Govindsamy, Youth Activist Network African Climate Alliance
Smaragda Louw, Founder/ Director Ban Animal Trading

Stephen Munro, Director Centre for Animal Rehabilitation and Education
Samantha Dewhirst Centre for Animal Rehabilitation and Education

Pete Oxford and Rene Bisch, Founders Betty’s Bay Baboon Action Group
Cora Bailey, Founder Community Led Animal Welfare

Mphatheleni Makaulule, Director Dzomo La Mupo

Liezl Smith, Chairperson Kogelberg Villages Environmental Trustees

Jabu Myen,i Founder Gifted for Good

Les Mitchell, Director Institute for Critical Animal Studies

Janet Solomon, Founder Ocean Not Oil

Steve Smit, Co-Founder Monkey Helpline

Liz Cornwall and Catherine Nyquist, Co-Founders Panthera Africa Big Cat Sanctuary
Lex Abnett, Director Southern African Fight for Rhinos

Dave Du Toit, Founder Vervet Monkey Foundation
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