
 
 
URGENT 
 
Ms Paulina Moeng 
Director for Wildlife Resources Management 
Department of Economic Development, Environment and Tourism 
Limpopo Province 
Email: moengPTM@ledet.gov.za 
Moeng.paulina@limpopo.gov.za 
 
 
Monday 27th October 2025 
 
STATEMENT ON PROVINCIAL POLICIES ON BABOONS: THE SHOCKING 
CASE OF THE ABANDONED STORMBERG BABOONS 
 
Dear Ms Paulina Moeng, 
 
National and Provincial legislation, policies and attitudes towards indigenous primates 
are largely responsible for the persecution and extirpation of baboons in South Africa. 
They are trophy hunted, shot, poisoned, electrocuted on pylons, run over by vehicles, 
trapped for traditional medicine and bushmeat and killed by dogs. Many infants and 
juvenile baboons are orphaned when their mothers are killed. There is a dire need for 
educational sanctuaries and rehabilitation centres willing to take in orphaned and 
injured baboons and offer them protection and a life with their own kind either in natural 
habitat sanctuaries or back in the wild. 
 
The establishment of the Stormberg Conservation Baboon Rehabilitation Centre and 
Sanctuary (NPC 2020/1148708) was officially permitted by the Department of 
Economic Development, Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT) in the Eastern 
Cape. This so-called sanctuary dissolved without warning or notice in 2024 leaving 
thirty-nine Chacma baboons lives at risk on Klipfontein Farm, Witkop (near 
Burgersdorp).  
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Several non profit organisations, members of WAPFSA have been trying to assist 
these abandoned baboons. Primate C.A.R.E. agreed to help to manage the facility 
remotely with funding provided by the EMS Foundation to ensure that the rescued 
baboons were provided with food and other necessities and that staff employed at 
Klipfontein Farm who directly cared for the baboons were paid and provided with 
electricity.  This emergency agreement came with the proviso that the baboons were 
allowed to remain safely in their enclosures on the farm owned by Theunis du Plessis 
for a period of twelve months or until a suitable new permanent sanctuary home could 
be established for them in the Eastern Cape.   Karin Morgan agreed to oversee the 
day-to-day care of the baboons during this period and for that reason the provincial 
nature conservation permit was issued and registered in her name.   
 

 
Stormberg Baboons 2025 

 
 
As a last resort, when no suitable rehabilitation facility could be determined in the 
Eastern Cape, the EMS Foundation offered to assist with the funding of the relocation 
of these thirty-nine baboons from the Eastern Cape to Primate C.A.R.E. in Limpopo 
Province. The EMS Foundation also agreed to fund the costs of constructing new 
enclosures for the baboons as well as provide funding towards their rehabilitation at 
Primate C.A.R.E. 
 
DEDEAT agreed to provide permits for the thirty-nine baboons to be exported to 
Primate C.A.R.E. in Limpopo Province for rehabilitation and for them to relocated back 
into the Eastern Cape for release by negotiated arrangement with private reserve 
owners. Of concern is the Eastern Cape authorities were not willing to provide these 
rehabilitated baboons an opportunity of release in any of their provincial reserves.   
WAPFSA members have been reliably informed that orphaned baboons have been 
relocated from facilities who act as halfway houses for rescued primates, including 
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baboons, in Eastern Cape Province to another primate sanctuary which is also based 
in Limpopo Province. 
  
We Wild Africa a non-profit wildlife translocation logistical organisation agreed to 
provide the veterinary and logistical expertise for both the short-term and long-term 
planning for this emergency project. Primate C.A.R.E agreed to accept the thirty-nine 
baboons where each baboon will be individually assessed, and if need be, all thirty-
nine baboons would be quarantined.  
 
It is difficult to give an exact estimate of time that it will take to rehabilitate the baboons. 
Despite this fact, a reasonable timeframe has indeed been provided by Primate 
C.A.R.E one that has satisfied DEDEAT and therefore it should also be acceptable to 
the Limpopo Department of Economic Development, Environment and Tourism 
(LEDET). 
 
WAPFSA is aware that the current permit held by Primate C.A.R.E  stipulates that the 
import of baboons from other provinces are prohibited.  However, the baboons are not 
going to remain in the Limpopo permanently they are going to be exported back 
to the Eastern Cape after they have been rehabilitated, i.e. this is a temporary 
arrangement. Moreover, WAPFSA questions the legality of refusal of baboons into 
Limpopo for sanctuary and rehabilitation.  

Considering that there is a feasible solution for the thirty-nine baboons WAPFSA 
believes that LEDET should urgently consider the merits this extraordinary application 
which is supported by a number of wildlife conservation non-profit organisations and 
a provincial conservation agency in order to expedite a final decision/position on this 
matter.  The parties concerned requested an urgent meeting between 
LEDET/EMS/CARE/DEDEA and the logistics and veterinarian experts.  Unfortunately 
LEDET has refused this meeting.  

Of critical importance is the fact that the owner of the farm in the Eastern Cape 
has requested that the baboons are removed as they no longer have a valid 
permit.   According to DEDEA they are also suggesting that the thirty-nine 
baboons are killed within 72 hours.  
 
“The landowner, may open the cages and chase the animals out and have a 
competent hunter dispatch the animals as humanly as possible.  This option is 
the most cost effective for the landowner” 
 
WAPFSA is hereby URGENTLY APPEALING to LEDET, particularly the Acting 
Director for Wildlife Trade and Regulation, Ms Paulina Moeng, to allow special 
permit conditions for this emergency situation.   
 
Please kindly acknowledge receipt of this communication.  We look forward to your 
positive response. 
 
 
 

Yours Faithfully, 
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Megan Carr  
WAPFSA Administrator  
Email: administrator@wapfsa.org  
mobile: +27832511978  
website: http://wapfsa.org/  

Signed on behalf of the following WAPFSA members:  

Michele Pickover, Executive Director EMS Foundation  
Megan Carr, Founder Rhinos in Africa  
Ross Harvey, Director of Research and Programmes at Good Governance Africa  
Cormac Cullinan, Founder Wild Law Institute  
Chad Cupido, Executive Officer Beauty Without Cruelty  
Vishwas Satgar, Founder and Chair Co-Operative and Policy Alternative Centre  
Charles Simane, Communications Climate Justice Charter Movement  
Wynter Worsthorne, Founder Animal Talk Africa  
Stefania Falcon, Founder Future for Wildlife  
Luana Pasanisi, Founder Green Group Simonstown  
Guy Jennings, Consultant Wild Africa Fund Southern Africa  
Linda Tucker, Founder and CEO Global White Lion Protection Trust  
Vivien Law, Founder Ancient Earth Farm  
Kirsten Youens, Chief Executive AllRise Attorneys for Climate and Environmental Justice  
Francesca deGasparis, Executive Director South African Faith Communities Environmental Institute  
Sairusha Govindsamy, Youth Activist Network African Climate Alliance  
Smaragda Louw, Founder/ Director Ban Animal Trading  
Stephen Munro, Director Centre for Animal Rehabilitation and Education  
Samantha Dewhirst, Director Centre for Animal Rehabilitation and Education  
Pete Oxford and Rene Bisch, Founders Betty’s Bay Baboon Action Group  
Cora Bailey, Founder Community Led Animal Welfare  
Mphatheleni Makaulule, Director Dzomo La Mupo  
Liezl Smith, Chairperson Kogelberg Villages Environmental Trustees  
Jabu Myeni, Founder Gifted for Good  
Les Mitchell, Director Institute for Critical Animal Studies  
Janet Solomon, Founder Ocean Not Oil  
Steve Smit, Co-Founder Monkey Helpline  
Liz Cornwall and Catherine Nyquist, Co-Founders Panthera Africa Big Cat Sanctuary  
Lex Abnett, Director Southern African Fight for Rhinos  
Dave Du Toit, Founder Vervet Monkey Foundation 
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