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Monday 10" November 2025
Dear Mr President,

OFFICIAL COMPLAINT: MINISTER STEENHUISEN PROPOSED NOMINEE TO REPLACE MINISTER DION
GEORGE

The Democratic Alliance leader and Minister of Agriculture John Steenhuisen has publicly proposed
that Mr Willem Aucamp, National Spokesperson of the Democratic Alliance, replace Minister of
Forestry, Fisheries and Environment Dion George.

Members of the Wildlife Animal Protection Forum South Africa (WAPFSA) are hereby raising an official
complaint with regards to this proposal.

In our view, Mr Willem Aucamp’s private interests could influence the state’s decision-making to his
own advantage, by shaping laws to benefit himself.

WAPFSA is a collective of thirty South African organizations, we have a documented history of interest in
the protection and conservation of wild animals in South Africa, sharing a body of expertise from
different sectors including but not limited to scientific, environmental, legal, welfare, rights, social
justice, climate, indigenous and public advocacy backgrounds.

Members of WAPFSA are also part of the Ministerial Wildlife Well Being Forum, instituted by the
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment (DFFE) in May 2023, by special request of
Minister Barbara Creecy, in order to consult with organizations focused on best practices for the
protection of wildlife.
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WAPFSA is explicitly designed as a vehicle to engage with government on the issue of the
conservation, wellbeing and protection of wild animals and the natural environment in which they
live. Our policy positions are based on robust science, ethical and compassionate conservation
practices, and harmonious co-existence within nature.

WAPFSA’s activities are underpinned by an understanding that the inter-relationship between
environmental protection, wildlife well-being, conservation and the values of dignity, compassion and
humaneness are foundational to our constitutional democracy.

In June 2025, WAPFSA founding member EMS Foundation raised concern about the ambiguous and
contradictory messages created by the Democratic Alliance with regard to the highly contentious
issue of the captive lion industry, including the lion bone trade, see the widely published report on
SA’s lion bone trade: https://emsfoundation.org.za/wp-content/uploads/THE-EXTINCTION-
BUSINESS-South-Africas-lion-bone-trade.pdf.

Mr Andrew de Blog van Scheltinga, the Democratic Alliance spokesperson for Forestry Fisheries and
Environment made a public statement on the 16th November 2024, confirming that the Party that
supports the steps taken by Minister George against canned lion hunting and the lion bone trade. The
following statement was made after Minister George issued two government notices, one
announcing the voluntary exit pathways for current holders of lion bone stockpiles and the second
calling for comments on the prohibition of the establishment of new captive breeding farms. “Captive
lion breeding underpins the twin industries of canned lion hunting and the lion bone trade. Both
industries face serious ethical and regulatory issues. Their prominence has led to strong criticism of
South African internationally because of their misalignment with global conservation and welfare
principals.” See: Minister George moves to end controversial captive lion industry

The Department of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment (DFFE), simultaneously, encouraged South
Africans to voluntarily surrender lion bones and derivatives. See:https://www.gov.za/news/media-
statements/forestry-fisheries-and-environment-encourages-public-voluntarily-surrender

Minister George, on behalf of the DFFE subsequently reconfirmed the invitation to individuals in
possession of lion bones and other big cat parts to register their interest in voluntarily exiting the “canned
lion industry” during an interview on Radio Sonder Grense.

WAPFSA is also of the view that Mr Steenhuisen is trying to remove the Minister before the next CITES
COP meeting in November 2025, in an attempt to withdraw all South Africa’s carefully considered and
publicly consulted with proposals, which include voting against the trade in lion bone and rhino horn.

In April 2025 eleven members of the SA Predators Association (SAPA) filed a notice with the Gauteng
Division of the High Court in Pretoria seeking to reinstate the lion bone export quota. Of concern is
that neither SAPA, nor Minister George nor the DFFE have publicly disclosed the existence of these legal
proceedings. See:

https://nspca.co.za/nspca-opposes-industrys-lion-bone-quota-comeback/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2025-03-18-lion-bones-back-in-the-crossfire-after-breeders-
challenge-sales-ban/

Given the above, of deep concern is the fact that Mr Willie Aucamp, the National Spokesperson for the
Democratic Alliance and Desiree van der Walt attended the Annual General Meeting of the Sustainable
Use Coalition of South Africa (SuCO) at Mabalingwe in Limpopo in June 2025. This was not in their personal
capacities. Willie Aucamp, stated in on his social media platform that he was privileged to address the
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Annual General Meeting of the Sustainable Use Coalition of South Africa (SUCo-SA) at Mabalingwe.

Mr Willie Aucamp, is proudly, explicitly and publicly aligned with South Africa’s hunting and wildlife
breeding, including genetically modifying species, specifically for trophy hunting. His family have
interests in the hunting and breeding of wild animals for profit, see https://aucampfarming.co.za/.
“Aucamp Farming is a family business with a number of independent breeding, hunting and tourism
divisions” and “Embark on a truly unforgettable hunting experience across different farms in various
locations. Our hunts feature fantastic and high-quality animals set amidst beautiful farm landscapes.
This is your chance for a genuine African experience, your Hunt of a Lifetime.”
www.bellevuehuntingsafaris.co.za - “Bellevue Hunting Lodge is owned by the Aucamp, Du Toit and
Gerber families all well-known names in the farming, game and tourism industries.”

We also draw your attention to the following recent articles on the proposed removal of Dion George
and his replacement with Willie Aucamp.
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2025-11-09-steenhuisens-lion-bone-gambit-firing-the-one-
minister-who-finally-took-on-the-wildlife-trade/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2025-11-09-sacking-of-dion-george-how-a-progressive-
minister-is-being-taken-down-by-the-wildlife-breeders/

Aucamp’s clear alignment with this specific , which vociferously supports the agriculturalization of
biodiversity, makes him an entirely inappropriate candidate for Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and
Environment as it stands in stark conflict with South Africa’s environmental legislation and policies as
well as international Treaties to which South Africa a Party.

Noting that The Public Service Commission Act clearly states that a "perceived conflict of interest" is
where a public official is in a position that appears to be influenced by his/her private interests when
doing his/her job." If Aucamp is appointed there will be a clear situation in which a public official has
a private interest which influences, or appears to influence a public decision. Moreover, given that his
family will likely benefit commercially from decisions that benefit captive breeding and hunting it may
constitute corruption in terms of theThe Prevention and Combatting of Corrupt Activities Act (PRECCA)
12 of 2004.

We also draw your attention to section 195 of the South African Constitution which sets out the basic
values and principles that govern public administration. Services must be provided impartially; fairly;
equitably and without bias.

Undermining the independence of key departments such as the Department of Foresty, Fisheries and
Environment for private or factional gain and/or advancement will severely damage public trust and
confidence in government and the political system as a whole.

We therefore urge you not to support the proposed appointment of Mr Aucamp to the Ministry of
Forestry, Fisheries and Environment.

Respectfully yours,

ot

ON BEHALF OF WAPFSA MEMBERS
Megan Carr
Mobile: +27 (0)832511978 / Email: administrator@wapfsa.org.za
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Michele Pickover, Executive Director EMS Foundation

Megan Carr, Founder Rhinos in Africa

Ross Harvey, Director of Research and Programmes at Good Governance Africa
Cormac Cullinan, Founder Wild Law Institute

Chad Cupido, Executive Officer Beauty Without Cruelty

Vishwas Satgar, Founder and Chair Co-Operative and Policy Alternative Centre
Charles Simane, Communications Climate Justice Charter Movement

Wynter Worsthorne, Founder Animal Talk Africa

Stefania Falcon, Founder Future for Wildlife

Luana Pasanisi, Founder Green Group Simonstown

Guy Jennings, Consultant Wild Africa Fund Southern Africa

Linda Tucker, Founder and CEO Global White Lion Protection Trust

Vivien Law, Founder Ancient Earth Farm

Kirsten Youens, Chief Executive AllRise Attorneys for Climate and Environmental Justice
Francesca deGasparis, Executive Director South African Faith Communities Environmental Institute
Sairusha Govindsamy, Youth Activist Network African Climate Alliance

Smaragda Louw, Founder/ Director Ban Animal Trading

Stephen Munro, Director Centre for Animal Rehabilitation and Education

Samantha Dewhirst, Director Centre for Animal Rehabilitation and Education

Pete Oxford and Rene Bisch, Founders Betty’s Bay Baboon Action Group

Cora Bailey, Founder Community Led Animal Welfare

Mphatheleni Makaulule, Director Dzomo La Mupo

Liezl Smith, Chairperson Kogelberg Villages Environmental Trustees

Jabu Myeni, Founder Gifted for Good

Les Mitchell, Director Institute for Critical Animal Studies

Janet Solomon, Founder Ocean Not Oil

Steve Smit, Co-Founder Monkey Helpline

Liz Cornwall and Catherine Nyquist, Co-Founders Panthera Africa Big Cat Sanctuary
Lex Abnett, Director Southern African Fight for Rhinos

Kate Handley Biodiversity Law Centre

Dave Du Toit, Founder Vervet Monkey Foundation





